






































































































C.3. Foreign Flag Waiver Guidance. When it is determined use of a vessel of United States
registry will not provide the required service, the contractor shall request permission to use a
foreign flag vessel prior to start of movement, as follows:

C.3.1. Air shipments:

C.3.1.1. To assure compliance with the Fly America Act (49 USC 40118), air carriers and the
contractor must complete and retain in their records the below self-certification when it is
necessary to select a non U.S. Flag carrier for international air transportation.

C.3.1.2. When it is determined use of an aircraft of U.S. registry will not provide the required
service during any segment of the routing to or from the U.S., the contractor will self-certify to
use a foreign flag aircraft prior to start of the movement.

C.3.1.3. Air shipments moving between overseas areas are exempt from having to obtain a
foreign flag certificate.

C.3.1.4. The following principles shall be followed in determining the availability of U.S. Flag
air carrier: The first or last leg from and to the U.S. shall be by a U.S. Flag carrier. U.S. Flag air
carrier service available at the point of origin shall be used to destination or, in the absence of
direct or through service, to the furthest point on a commonly used air route. When an origin or
interchange point is not serviced by a U.S. air carrier, foreign flag air service shall be used only
to the nearest interchange point on a commonly used air route to connect with U.S. Flag air
service.

C.3.2. Surface shipments:

C.3.2.1. The Secretary of Defense has approved the Voluntary Intermodal Sealift Agreement
(VISA) as a sealift readiness program for the purpose of Section 909 of the Merchant Marine Act
of 1936, as amended (46 App. U.S.C. 1248)

C.3.2.2. The Contractor must comply with the VISA priorities listed below for the ocean portion
of the overall movement. For the purpose of this item, to allow VISA participants the first
opportunity to directly meet DoD requirements, the underlying Ocean Bill of Lading (OBL) must
be issued by a VISA participant.

C.3.2.2.1. U.S. Flag vessel capacity operated by a participant and U.S. Flag Vessel Sharing
Agreement (VSA) capacity of a participant.

C.3.2.2.2. U.S. Flag vessel capacity operated by a non-participant.

C.3.2.2.3. Combination U.S./foreign flag vessel capacity operated by a participant and
combination U.S./foreign flag VSA capacity of a participant.

C.3.2.2.4. Combination U.S./foreign flag vessel capacity operated by a non-participant.

C.3.2.2.5. U.S. owned or operated foreign flag vessel capacity and VSA capacity of a
participant.
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C.3.2.2.6. U.S. owned or operated foreign flag vessel capacity and VSA capacity of a non- 
participant.

C.3.2.2.7. Foreign-owned or operated foreign flag vessel capacity of a non-participant Ships
registered under the laws of the United States must be used for the carriage of personal property
(HHG, personal effects, or POVs) when such ships are available unless the necessity of the
traveler's mission requires the use of a ship under a foreign flag.

C.3.2.3. An approval from the government, including control number for vessel or a Self-
Certification Statement for air (see HHG Foreign Flag Waiver Request Form below) is required
for the use of a foreign flag vessel/aircraft.

C.3.2.4. Use of foreign flag vessels is not authorized when the contractor, for its convenience,
selects a port of loading where ocean transportation is available only by foreign flag vessel in
lieu of a port customarily served by U.S. Flag vessels. If the contractor elects to use a port not
normally serviced by U.S. Flag vessels, the government may not approve use of a Foreign-Flag
vessel. It is understood by the contractor the selection of such a port is at its risk should it
become necessary to divert the shipment to a port providing U.S. Flag vessel service.

C.3.2.5. If any segment of the intended routing involves use of a foreign flag vessel, the
contractor may not finalize arrangements using a foreign-flag vessel for any part of the journey
without the government approval, including a valid control number.

C.3.2.6. The request for authorization to use a foreign flag will be accomplished and submitted
to the appropriate office by e-mail (or facsimile by prior telephonic arrangement should e-mail
not function) IAW the following:

C.3.2.6.1. Not more than 15 calendar days following the date of HHG pickup and not less than
7 calendar days prior to booking cargo with a Vessel Operating Common Carrier (VOCC).

C.3.2.7. The contractor shall submit the request by e-mail to: usarmy.scott.sddc.mbx.g3-ffw-
team@mail.mil. The response to each individual request will serve as the official decision and
provide the certification for all approved FFW requests.

C.3.2.8. Requests for a foreign-flag waiver must be:

C.3.2.8.1. In the format prescribed and accompanied by the HHG Foreign Flag Waiver Request
form below containing data elements for the shipment. The Justification Certificate below will be
submitted in conjunction with the spreadsheet for waiver requests.

C.3.2.8.2. Accompanied by email attachments of correspondence from two or more US-flag
carriers providing service on or near the lane in question indicating that full US-flag service is
not available.

C.3.2.8.3. Accompanied by a copy of the BL for each shipment for which a waiver is
requested.  If, for example, two separate shipments are in the same container two BLs must be
attached, along with two rows of the required spreadsheet information.
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C.3.2.8.4. Clear as to the level of waiver requested, either P3 (all-foreign-flag) or P2 (partial
foreign-flag, partial US-flag). If P2, indicate the US-flag leg, and the foreign-flag leg.

C.3.2.8.5. Accompanied by an explanation - if a higher level of US-flag service (e.g., P1 or P2)
is available why a lower-level US-flag is being requested. For example, a shipment from Bahrain
to USA for which US-flag service is available transpacific but not transatlantic, and using the
US-flag transpacific will jeopardize the RDD.

C.3.3. Note: TSPs may not hold cargo (whether for consolidation or for other reasons) beyond
the relevant deadlines of the latest US-flag vessel or combination of vessels available for
delivery by RDD.
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FOREIGN FLAG WAIVER 

Official Mail Address Telephone, FAX 

HQ SDDC TEL: (618) 220-5870/6925 DSN: 770-5870/6925 

International Sealift Contract Mgmt. e-mail: usarmy.scott.sddc mbx.g3-ffw-team@mail mil 

Soldier Way, Scott AFB, IL 62225 

JUSTIFICATION CERTIFICATE FOR USE OF A FOREIGN FLAG OCEAN VESSEL 

HQ SDDC CONTROL #:   SUBMISSION DATE:  

HQ SDDC Receipt Date:  

Contractor:    Contract Number:  

Task Order #:     Task Order Date:  

Pickup Date: RDD: 

Origin:  Destination:  

Property owner's name and rank: 

Name of Foreign Flag TSP:  
(Legal name of operator) 

Foreign flag TSP will be utilized between   on   
(Port of Embarkation) (Date of Embarkation) 

 arriving at  on   
(Name of vessel & voyage number) (Port of Debarkation) (Date of Debarkation) 

I certify that it is necessary to transport the household goods and/or personal effects of the above-named property 
owner by foreign flag vessel as designated above for the following reasons: 

(A FULL EXPLANATION IS REQUIRED) 

Note 1: The explanation must include documented description of efforts made to secure U.S. Flag vessel (including 
points of contact (names & telephone numbers and copies of e-mail traffic to/from U.S. Flag Ocean Carriers 
indicating non-availability) with at least two (2) U.S. Flag Carriers contacted. 

Note 2: The contractor must provide a detailed list of all Task Orders they are requesting to be moved under the 
Foreign Flag waiver request.  The request will contain Customers First and Last Name, Task Order #, Weight, and 
RDD for all shipments tendered to them. 

(Signature of Contractor Official) 

(Title) (Date) 

Attached:  Task Order: Yes / No 
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Statement of Non-Availability of U.S. Flag Air Carriers 

International air transportation of property by U.S. Flag air carriers was not available and/or it was necessary 
to use foreign-flag air carrier service for the following reasons: 

Shipment Identification: 

I certify that it was necessary for to use 
    (Foreign Flag Carrier) 

between and enroute from to on 
(Date) 

due to the following reason(s):  

(Include description of efforts made to obtain US Flag service and copies of e-mail traffic to/from 
U.S. Flag Airlines indicating non-availability.) 

Contractor’s Signature Date 
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C.4. Shipments to and from Non-Standard Rate Areas (NSRAs).  Locations not included
in the transit timetables in this appendix, but included in Attachment 2, Pricing Rate Table, as
non-standard rate areas (NSRAs) shall default to transit times of 60 days for household goods
(HHG), and 30 days for unaccompanied baggage (UB). The exceptions to this are areas in
Canada (NSRAs 1, 2, & 3: 20 days for HHG and UB) and Australia & New Zealand (NSRA 14:
75 days for HHG, 35 days for UB).
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